
SSMS PTA January Meeting Minutes 

January 8, 2018 

 

1. Welcome-(Irma Altman) Irma welcomed everyone at 7:35. Motion made to accept the 

November minutes made by Irma; accepted by Michelle Sewell and Kara Spinelli. 

2. Treasurer’s Report (Faith Varley)- As of November 30th the balance is $26,733.01. All expenses 

have been received for the Fall Fundraiser.  Just under $10,000 was raised.  Apparel has raised 

$652.  There is a large deposit forthcoming that will increase that number.   

3. Thank Yous- (Irma Altman)- Thank you to Anita Meehan for completing the 2017-2018 school 

directory.  Thanks to Theresa Brown for organizing the annual holiday cookies for the staff.   

4. Presidents’ Report- (Irma Altman)- The district is looking into why all people are not receiving 

Robo calls from the district office.  If you are not receiving these messages, please contact he 

district office and let them know.  The district has launched a new website that has many great 

features including access for Non-English speakers.  Please visit it.  January 20th is the start of 

Winter ACE which is open to K-8. From the President’s meeting- there will be 2 days of ELA and 

Math testing. The ELA is from April 11-12.  The Math is May 1-2.  Please contact Shelagh McGinn 

or the guidance office of your child will be opting out of the test.  The implementation of the 

Next Generation Learning Standards NYS testing has been pushed back to the 2020-2021 school 

year.   

5. Principal’s Report- (Shelagh McGinn, Rose Cammarata, Jennifer Pascarella)   

On December 15th there was a bomb threat found written on the wall in one of the boys’ 

bathroom stalls.  The details of situation are listed below. 

- At @12:25 a student found “school’s going to blow up 1” written on a tile in the 

boys’ bathroom.   

- The student, who was at lunch, told an adult in the cafeteria. 

- A security guard was informed.  

- The guard took a picture of what was written and showed it to Ms. McGinn.  

-  Ms. McGinn decided that no chance could be taken about the validity of the threat.  

She contacted Dr. Johnson and the police.   

- The students were told to get their coats and go to their advisory room.  They went 

to advisory so that the students would be in small groups with adults who they are 

familiar with, and who could manage and supervise effectively.  

- Everyone then left the building as if it were a fire drill.  The police, detectives and 

members of central office arrived at the school. 

- At approximately 1 pm, Temple B’Nai Sholom was contacted and 

students/faculty/staff began to walk over. 

- Police came to the school and the canine unit was called.  They came with a search 

dog and searched the bathroom and hallway where the threat was found.  They 

would have needed 20 dogs to search the whole school, as they can only work for 

15 minutes at a time.  It was determined that more dogs were not needed and the 

remainder of the school was searched by police, administrators and security. 

- A Robo call was sent from both the school and the district office.  Many people 

didn’t receive the call from the school because it was sent as an outreach call and 

not emergency.  This was a lesson learned.  Most received the district office call/s. 



- Parents were able to go to the temple to pick up their own child.  They could not 

take other students.  The staff put together a procedure to dismiss students whose 

parents arrived in an organized and safe way. 

- At 2:05 the students returned to school. Ms. McGinn greeted many students as they 

returned. 

- Students went back to where they were before they left, got their things and were 

dismissed at regular time. 

- The investigation started that afternoon and was continued on Monday. 

- The person responsible was found and consequences were given. 

Ms. McGinn shared that if this situation were to happen again, students would go directly to the 

evacuation site, rather than wait outside.  She also noted that the students were very well behaved.  

They took the situation seriously and handled it responsibly.  The teachers handled it well, too.  They 

were very helpful and took over a difficult situation without hesitation.  The individuals at the temple 

were very accommodating and helpful, as well. 

The following questions were asked- 

1. Were students told to go to their locker and carry their things with them? 

The students were told to get their coats, as it was cold outside.  The students were told to go to 

their lockers, get their coats, and then report to advisory.     If this situation were to happen 

again students would not be told to get coats or other belongings.  They would be told to exit 

immediately with the current classroom teacher and go to the temple.   

2. Is there an evacuation plan in place? 

Yes, there is a plan in place for this and other emergencies. 

3. What is the camera situation in the school?  Are there any in the bathrooms? 

There are cameras in the hallways and stairwells.  While there are not any in the bathroom, they 

do have them positioned so that there is footage of the bathroom doors. 

4. Is there a possibility that someone could get into the school and hide since the school is open at 

night and over the weekend? 

People do come in and out of the building over the weekend and at night.  During the day, the 

only way that you can enter is to be buzzed in or to use a swipe card. Security is in the building 

until 5:30 p.m.  Cameras are on 24 hours, which is helpful only after the fact. 

5. Did someone speak to the children about the severity of the issue? 

We did not speak to the students right after the fact, due to anxiety issue.  It has been discussed 

since and the students understand that this is a big deal and what the consequences are. 

6. Why do we no longer use gates in order to prevent people from roaming in the building at night 

and on the weekends? 

That is a good idea and can be looked into. 

7. Are the locker combinations changed every year?  

No.   They cycle with the students for the 3 years they are in Middle School and then they are 

changed.  This does not seem to be a problem.  If there are issues, the combinations can be 

changed. 

8. Will the students be practicing the evacuation plan? 

That is something that will be considered. 

9. What is the cell phone policy during an evacuation? 



There is no policy in place.  It is hard to police but can be put into the policy.  Some students had 

their phone and were contacting parents.  Students who had their phones and who told parents 

about the threat were told to contact them and assure them that they were safe once they were 

at the temple. 

10. What made you decide to call of the search of the school by the police dog? 

Once we were confident that it was not a true threat, the search by the dog was called off.  It 

was a matter of assessing the situation, being confident that the school was safe and timing. 

 

 

Other reminders from the Principal- 

Challenge Day permission slips were handed out on Monday and need to be returned by 

Wednesday. This a great experience.  Very emotional and eye opening.  100% of the class 

usually participated, but it is a family decision.  Last winter concert is on January 9th.  The 

custodians did a great job with the snow removal.  The Village has been asked to plow Burtis so 

that teachers can park.  The end of the quarter is on Friday.  Report cards will be available on 

Power Schools. 

 

6. New Business- no new business discussed. 

7. Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Tammy Daitch, seconded by Christine Verveniotis. 

 

 

  

 

 


